Filming In New York State

New York State Governor’s Office for Motion Picture & Television Development

State Tax Incentives
The New York State Governor’s Office for Motion Picture and Television Development offers you many ways to Save:
1) The 30% New York State Film Production Credit
2) Empire State Commercial Production Credit
3) Post Production Credit
4) Sales Tax Exemptions
5) Investment Tax Credit

Location Assistance
The NY State Governor’s Office for Motion Picture & TV Development offers the following free resources
and services:
+ Preliminary location research and scouting, as well as extensive location contacts.
+ A comprehensive location library with over 200,000 images available for research.
+ Aliaison to the following:
« State Agencies such as the Port Authority (for airports, bridges and tunnels in NYC) and the
Metropolitan Transit Authority (for NYC subways, buses, Metro North & Long Island Railroad).
+ State-owned facilities such as prisons, hospitals and armories.
+ Federally-owned sites such as the Statue of Liberty and Fire Island National Seashore.
+ State-wide network of film-friendly contacts and services that will facilitate your production.

Call our office when planning to film in or outside of New York City, and when using state-owned facilities,
buildings, State Parks anywhere in New York State and New York City. State-owned facilities within NYC
include the Port Authority (buses and airports) and the Metropolitan Transit Authority (trains and subways),
bridges, tunnels, piers, etc.

Child Performer Permits:

+ Parents/Guardians are required to get permits for their child performers from the New York Sate
Department of Labor.

+ Employers of child performers are required to get certificates from the Department of Labor.

« Parents/Guardians are required to provide evidence of the establishment of a trust account for their child
performer.

* Part of every child performer’s earnings is required to be withheld by their employers for placement into a
trust account.

* Child Performers must provide evidence of satisfactory academic performance from their schools of enrollment.

If you need more information visit www.labor.state.ny.us or contact: (800)-HIRE-992; CPinfo@labor-state.ny.us

For further assistance, call the NY Governor’s Office for Motion Picture & Television Development at
(212) 803-2330.

Permits

Each individual town, village or city regulates its own permits and sets its own schedule of fees. The
Governor's Office for Motion Picture and Television Development can provide assistance with permits for
localities throughout New York State, including local contacts in the New York City region.

The Governor’s Office for Motion Picture and Television Development supplies applications for filming permits for

the State Parks on Long Island. However, when completed they should be returned to the Long Island State Parks
office by fax or mail. Referrals and contacts are available through the Governor’s Office for all other State Parks.

Insurance

There is no statewide insurance requirement policy in New York State. Requirements are set by each local
jurisdiction. If required, be prepared to provide a signed Certificate of Insurance naming the local town, village or city
as the “Additional Insured.” The amount required, which may differ between jurisdictions, is generally $1,000,000.

Other Assistance

The Governor’s Office for Motion Picture and Television Development provides information on union rates, work
rules and the most current labor laws, and supplies copies of the Guide to Sales Tax Breaks for the Film Industry, a
publication that details tax breaks available for filmmakers. The Office also provides information on federal, state and
local regulations affecting trucking, aviation, use of wild and domesticated animals, and child performer labor laws.

Whether your production is a feature film or a student project, the Governor’s Office for Motion Picture and
Television Development is available to help with your production and make your script a reality.

Remember: If it’s in the script, it's in New York State!
Pat Swinney Kaufman NY
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